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Duckboat Worlds 2000

and very light. It is known for its
durability and is capable of resist-
ing the effects of change from wet
to dry as well as being
practically proof.

When the 19th century was
welcomed by the Jersey Shore,
the duckboat was embraced by
many. With the birth of the New
Jersey Southern Railroad and
connecting branches penetrating
the Jersey Shore, amateur sports-
men from all over were attracted.
These new people quickly envi-
sioned sporting and recreational
activities for the duckboat.

An individual named Phil
Clark became near famous at the
Jersey Shore for building duck-
boats primarily for sailing and
racing. His products were viewed
by many as virtual racing ma-
chines. As the duckboat racing
phenomena grew, Clark's exper-
tise was also in growing demand.
As well, David Beaton & Sons
built scores of excellent boats,
most of which survive today.

By the 19205 people like Hank
Rose with his sister, Hildegard, as
crew racing, were frequent partic-
ipants in the “Duckie™ racing on
the Bamegat Bay.

As the years rolled on they
were joined by the likes of many
Bamegat Bay area sailors includ-
ing Phil Van Duyne, Larry De-
Camp, Bobbie Duval, Bobby Or-
chard, Johnny Gray, Kellogg, Jim
Dunn, Jim Dye, Tris Johnson,
BuddyMerrick, Jake Thatcher, the
Fortenbaugh brothers, Billie Stud-
diford, Jim Umer, Peter Gesel and
Ed King among others. On the
distaff side there were Kate Cut-
ler, Zoe Wells, Judy O'Neil, Babs
Smith and Nancy Taylor.

These days things have
changed for the classic wooden
sailing boat. The duckboat, used
by most kids as a stanter boat for
the better pant of the last century
is for all purposes extinct, with
the Opti now being the boat of
record. The duckboat will never
compete in the Barncgat Bay
Yacht Racing Association sum-
mer series. Many are withering
away in garages along the Jersey
Shore.




