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Duckboats take to the water 
at Mantoloking Yacht Club 

By Keith Grace tasks “Ti was really in terrible condition 
Some of the oddest shaped crafts seen win entiiblide estes when we started” 

to enter the race. Private partion and The dackbost was crested for the pur- 
Jongtime duckbost enthusiasts involved pose of hunting fowl an Harmegat Bay 
in the race annually pledge $5,000 1 all over  comtury apo by Mareition Seamen, 
first thine competitors who achieve beie- 2 boat tilder and expert shooter of 
tol condition for their crafts and plan to wildlife. They became a necessary Wer 
race in the event each year. wel for fishermen end oywermen, as 

Bev Vienckowski wa one of — well 

i & g i 4 A restoration in July, 
“We erg 2 Se Se 
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Competitors prepare to sail before the start of the Duckboat Worlds last Friday at the 
Mantoloking Yacht Club. A total of 59 restored vessels in Bristol Condition took to the 
Barnegat Bay for the event. 
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racing boat for children The 

duckboat was always considered 

safer for younger sailors. In ume, 

Barncgat Bay became a site for 

races 

Phil Clark is one of the ong: 

nal duckboat builders to be used 

pnmanly for racing David 

Beaton & Sons were also known 

for building boats. Many of the 

duckboats that have been 

festored in years past for the cur 

World Duckboat 

Championships have been locat 

ed at Beaton Boatworks 

The craft is an odd looking 

boat because of its spoon-shaped 

bow and its broad beam that 

appears extremely guthy from a 

bead on view. Because of these 

features. the duckboal moves 

over rather than through the 

water, at faster rate of speed than 

other shaped sail boats. The 

broad beam provides a stiffness 

so firm that two sailors may 

Mand upnght without possbility 

of capaizing the vessel 

The duckboat is regarded for 

its performance when headed 

tent 

into wind and is less productive 

when facing a string head sca. 

With the tum of the century 

came newer boat building maic- 

nals such as fiberglass, which in 

time set back the duckboat. With 

lighter matenals in demand in 

the mid- 1900s, the duckboat dis- 

appeared as yacht builders of the 

time often failed in building 

proper duckboats 


